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CHAPTER I

STRUCTURIE AND HISTORY OF THE
BIBLE

UR English version, and probably most
of the translations of the Bible, con-
sists of sixty-six Books, thirty-nine in

the Old Testament and twenty-seven in the
New, and is regarded with special considera-
tion by all Christians because it is held to be
the record of the divine religion of Redemp-
tion.

The Old Testament shows how this religion
was prepared through many centuries; the
New tells how it was at length provided and
proclaimed. The keynote of the former is,
therefore, Preparation, and this is twofold:
the preparation of the Redeemer for the peo-
ple; and the preparation of the people for
the Redeemer. The keynote of the latter is
Manifestation, and this is also twofold: the
manifestation of the Redeemer in Person,
and the consequent manifestation of his grace
in the redeemed, both individually in be-
lievers and corporately in the community of
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Christians, which we call the church. Thus
both Testaments together form a complete
record of human sin and divine salvation, the
former making the latter necessary. Sin is
seen in its nature and consequences, and sal-
vation in its character and effects.

The Books of the Old Testament are the
product of at least thirty authors and cover a
period of at least a thousand years. They are
made up of history, legislation, poetry, phi-
losophy and prophecy. The Jewish Old
Testament, following the classification of the
Hebrew text, is in three parts; the law, the
prophets, and the psalms. The law consists
of the first five books of the Bible and on this
account is called the Pentateuch (five rolls).
It may be said in passing that there is no
trace in the historical tradition of the Jews
of a Hexateuch (six rolls, including Joshua).
The second division of the Hebrew Bible,
called the prophets, includes the historical
books of Judges, Samuel and Kings, and the
prophetic books proper with the exception of
Daniel, which because it is apocalyptic rather
than, as the other prophetic books, strictly
predictive, is in the third section. The his-
torical books are called ‘“‘the former proph-
ets’’ because they are written from a religious
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standpoint and are not mere historical annals.
They were pretty certainly the work of
prophets or prophetic men. The third part
of the Hebrew DBible is so called from the first
book in it, and the rest of it consists of those
Books which are not found in the other two
parts. Our English Old Testament has a dif-
ferent order and comes from the Greek Ver-
sion of the Old Testament. It consists of four
parts: Pentateuch, History, Poetry, and
Prophecy.

The New Testament numbers twenty-seven
Books, and is the work of eight authors, cov-
ering only about fifty years. Of the eight
authors, five were apostles of Christ and
three were associates of the apostles. The
New Testament has three main parts: His-
tory, contained in the Gospels and Acts;
Doctrine, in the Epistles; and Prophecy, in
the Revelation. These three provide re-
spectively the commencement, the course, and
the culmination of the Christian religion.

There is a striking connection between the
Old Testament and the New beyond the gen-
eral unity mentioned above. The Old Testa-
ment emphasizes the three aspects of the
divine Saviour: the prophet, the priest, and
the king. Thesc answer to the three deepest
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necessities of man. He requires a prophet to
reveal God; a priest to redeem from sin; and
a king to rule his life for God. Each of these
is emphasized in the Old Testament, and in
general can be associated with sections of its
Books. The New Testament fitly shows how
this threefold need is met in Christ as Proph-
et, Priest, and King; revealing, redeeming,
and ruling. The full title ‘‘Jesus Christ our
Lord’’ suggests this: Jesus the Prophet,
Christ the Priest, and the Lord the King.

Such is the Bible as we have it today. But
how did it come to be what.it now is? There
has been a gradual growth, and the steps of
this we must note. At first and for a long
time the revelation of God was oral. ‘‘The
word of the Lord came to Abram’’ (Gen. 15:
1). This was sufficient for ages. But the
time came when it was necessary to put the
divine revelation in a written form. It would
seem as though a book were essential for the
maintenance and continuance of religion, and
it is at least interesting and perhaps also
significant that all the great religious systems
of the world have their sacred books. Litera-
ture is the nearest possible approach to re-
liability. This is a point which will need
fuller consideration at a later stage.
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There are traces in the Old Testament of
a gradual growth by accretion. The Jewish
tradition associates Moses with the com-
mencement of the Scripture, and there is no
doubt of the essential truth of this position.
Certainly there is no other tradition attach-
ing to the books; and in view of the tenacity
with which the Jews kept their national tradi-
tions, this belief about Moses calls for ade-
quate explanation. A careful study of pas-
sages found throughout the Old Testament
shows this development, indications being
found at almost every period, of growth and
additions to the existing writings. Among
others the following passages should be
noted: Exodus 17:14; Numbers 33:2; Deu-
teronomy 17:18; Joshua 1:8; 24:26; 1
Samuel 10:25; Isaiah 8:16, 20; Jeremiah
36:2; Daniel 9:2; Nehemiah 8:1. These
references, taken from each period of the his-
tory, indicate a gradual growth of the Jewish
Seriptures. The complete volume is asso-
ciated by tradition with Ezra, and there are
no valid reasons for doubting this, especially
as it harmonizes with the testimony of the
well-informed and representative Jew, Jos-
ephus, who, writing in the first century of the
Christian Era, said that no book was added
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to the Jewish Scripture after the time of
Malachi. As to the preservation of the grad-
ually growing volume through the ages from
Moses to Ezra, it has been pointed out by that
eminent Egyptologist, Professor Naville, that
it was the custom among Eastern nations to
deposit their books in their sanctuaries, and:
there is every likelihood that the Jews did the
same. The copy found by Hilkiah was prob-
ably this temple copy (2 Kings 22: 8).

The New Testament was also marked by
a gradual growth. At first came the oral
accounts of the life of Christ and the pre-
sentation of the Christian message. Then
followed the apostolic letters, confirming and
elaborating their oral teaching. These letters
were read in the assemblies of the Christians
(1 Thess. 5:27; 2 Thess. 3:14). The next
stage was the interchange of these letters
among the churches (Col. 4:16). Not long
after the need of a record of the life of the
founder was felt, and as a result came our
Gospels (Luke 1:14; John 20:31). The
story of the early church naturally followed
(Acts), and the Apocalypse fitly erowned the
whole with its outlook on the future. As the
primitive churches had the Old Testament
volume in their hands, it was a constant re-



StrucTurRE aAnD HisTORY OF THE BioLe 15

minder of the need of an analogous volume of
the New Testament, though everything was
so very gradual and natural that it is only
when the process is complete that it is real-
ized to have been also manifestly super-
natural.

At this point the important question arises
how we can be sure that our Bible today
really represents the books which have been
thus naturally and simply collected into a
volume., The answer is that it is quite easy
, to prove that our Bible is the same as the
church has had through the centuries. We
start with the printed Bibles of today and it is
obviously easy to show that they correspond
with the printed Bibles of the sixteenth cen-
tury, or the time when printing was invented.
From these we can go back through the Eng-
lish and Latin versions until we reach to the
great manuseripts of the fourth century as
represented by the three outstanding codices
krnown as the Codex Sinaiticus (in. Petro-
grad), the Codex Vaticanus (in Rome) and
the Codex Alexandrinus (in the British
Museum). Then we can go back still farther
and compare the use ¢f Scripture in the writ-
ings of the Fathers of the third century, and
from these work back to the second century
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when versions in several languages are found.
From this it is but a short step to the time
of the apostles and the actual composition of
the New Testament writings. There is no
reasonable doubt that we possess today what
has always been regarded as the Scriptures
of the Christian Church.

The proof as to the Old Testament can be
shown along similar lines. Our Old Testa-
ment is identical with the Bible of the Jews
at the present time. This is the translation
of Hebrew manuseripts dating from several
centuries past, and the fact of the Jews al-
ways having used the same Bible as they do
today is a proof that all through the ages the
Christian Church has not been mistaken in
its inclusion of the Old Testament in its
Bible. An additional evidence of great value
is the fact that the Hebrew Bible was trans-
lated into Greek about two centuries before
Christ, and this translation is essentially the
same as the Hebrew text from which we get
our Old Testament. The additional books
which are found in the Greek Old Testament,
called the Apocrypha, were never part of the
Jewish Secriptures, and were never regarded
as Scripture by those who knew the Hebrew
language. These books were not written in
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Hebrew, and were not included in Seripture
by any body of Christians until the Church of
Rome arbitrarily decided to include them at
the Council of Trent in the sixteenth century.
In addition to other points which could be
mentioned, these books contain inaccuracies
in history and doctrine, which make it im-
possible for them to be regarded as part of
the Word of God for man.

These are some of the facts which are con-
nected with our Bible as we now have it, and
from them we can proceed to consider the
various points which are involved in our be-
lief that the Bible is for us the Word of God,
and as such, the rule of our faith and practice.

QUESTIONS

1. Into how many Books is the Bible divided? How many
in the Old Testament? How many in the New
Testament §

. Why is the Bible regarded with speeial consideration by
all Christians?

What is the keynote of the Old Testament¥ What is the
keynote of the New Testament?

3. How many Old Testament writcrs were there? How
long a period was covered in the writing of the
0O1d Testament?

4. How many New Testament writers were there! How
long a period was covered in the writing of the
New Testament?

5. What arrangement of Books was followed in the Hebrew
Old Testament?

2
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In what New Testament passage is this arrangememt
referred tof

What is the New Testament arrangement of the Books?
What do these sections respectively provide?

What aspects of Christ, essential to man’s need, are
specially emphasized in the Old Testament$

How does the New Testament show that this need is
met §

How does our Lord’s full title suggest this?

What does the Old Testament show concerning the
method of its formationt

Whom does Jewish tradition associate with its begin-
ningt .

Whom does it associato with its completiont

What explanation has been offered to account for the
preservation of the volumet

What was the method of the formation of the New
Testament?

State the probable general order of the appearance of
the several groups of Books.

. Can we be sure that our Bible of today really represents

the Books originally collected into one volume?
How may this be shown as to the Old Testament?
How may this be shown as to the New Testament?
What is the Apoerypha$ Was it included in the canon
of the Hebrew Old Testament?
By what authority does it appear in certain modern
editiors of the Biblet





