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ABRAHAM'S FOUR SURRENDERS 
A grea t many people ar e afrai d o f th e wil l of God , 

and ye t I  believe tha t on e of the sweetes t lessons tha t 
we can learn in the schoo l of Chris t i s the surrender of 
our will s t o God, letting Hi m plan fo r u s an d rule our 
lives. I f I  kno w m y ow n mind , i f a n ange l shoul d 
come fro m th e throne o f God and tel l me tha t I  could 
have m y wil l don e th e rest o f m y days o n earth , an d 
that everythin g I  wishe d shoul d b e carrie d out , o r 
that I  might refe r i t back to God, and let God' s will be 
done i n m e an d throug h me , I  thin k i n a n instan t I 
would say : 

"Let th e wil l of Go d be done. " 
I canno t loo k into th e future . I  d o not kno w wha t 

is going t o happen to-morro w ; i n fact , I  d o not kno w 
what may happen befor e nigh t ; s o I cannot , choose fo r 
myself a s wel l a s Go d ca n choos e fo r me , an d i t i s 
much better t o surrender m y will to God's will. Abra -
ham foun d thi s out , an d I  wan t t o cal l your attentio n 
to four surrender s tha t h e was called to make. I  thin k 
that the y give us a pretty good key to his life. 

I 

In th e first  place , Abraham wa s calle d t o giv e u p 
his kindred  and his native  country,  and t o g o out , no t 
knowing whither he went . 
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While me n wer e bus y buildin g u p Babylon , Go d 
called thi s ma n ou t o f tha t natio n o f th e Chaldeans . 
He live d down nea r the mout h o f the Euphrates , per -
haps thre e hundre d mile s sout h o f Babylon , whe n h e 
was called to go into a  land tha t h e perhaps had neve r 
heard o f before, an d to possess that land . 

In th e twelft h chapte r o f Genesis , th e first  fou r 
verses, we read : 

"Now th e Lor d ha d sai d unt o Abram , Ge t the e 
out of thy country , and from th y kindred, and from th y 
father's house , unto a  lan d tha t I  wil l she w thee. " 
Now notic e th e promise : "An d I  wil l make of thee a 
great nation , an d I  wil l bless thee, and make thy nam e 
great; an d tho u shal t b e a blessing : an d I  wil l bles s 
them that bles s thee, an d curse him that curset h thee : 
and in thee shal l al l familie s o f th e eart h b e blessed . 
So Abram departed , as the Lor d had spoken unto him ; 
and Lo t went with hi m : an d Abra m wa s sevent y five 
years old and when he departed ou t o f Haran . " 

It wa s several years befor e thi s tha t Go d first  tol d 
him t o leave U r of th e Chaldees . The n h e cain e t o 
Haran, whic h i s about half-way betwee n th e valle y of 
the Euphrate s and the valle y of the Jordan . Go d had 
called hi m into the land of the Canaanite , an d 

HE CAM E HALF-WAY , 

and staye d there—we d o not know just how long , bu t 
probably abou t five years . 

Now, I  believ e tha t ther e ar e a  grea t man y Chris-
tians wh o are what migh t be called Haran  Christians. 
They g o t o Haran , an d ther e the y stay . The y onl y 
half obey . The y ar e no t out-and-out . Ho w wa s i t 
that God got him out of Haran ? Hi s father died. Th e 
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first cal l wa s to leav e U r o f th e Chaldee s an d g o int o 
Canaan, bu t instea d o f goin g al l the wa y the y stoppe d 
half-way, an d i t wa s afflictio n tha t drov e Abra m ou t 
of Haran . A  grea t man y o f u s brin g affliction s o n 
ourselves, because w e are no t out-and-ou t fo r th e Lord . 
We d o not obe y Hi m fully . Go d ha d plan s F  s wante d 
to wor k ou t throug h Abram , an d H e coul d no t wor k 
them ou t a s lon g a s he wa s ther e a t Haran . Afflictio n 
came, an d the n w e find  tha t h e lef t Haran , an d starte d 
for th e Promise d Land . 

There i s just on e wor d ther e abou t Lot—"an d Lo t 
went wit h Abram. " Tha t i s th e key , yo u migh t say , 
to Lot' s life . H e wa s a  weaker characte r tha n Abram , 
and h e followe d hi s uncle . 

When the y go t int o th e lan d tha t Go d had promise d 
to giv e him , Abra m foun d i t alread y inhabite d b y grea t 
and warlik e nations—no t b y on e nation , bu t b y a  num -
ber o f nations . Wha t coul d h e do , a  solitar y man , i n 
that land ? No t onl y wa s his faith teste d by finding th e 
land pre-occupie d b y othe r stron g an d hostil e nations , 
but h e ha d no t bee n ther e a  grea t whil e befor e a  grea t 
famine cam e upo n him . N o doub t a  grea t conflic t wa s 
going o n i n hi s breast , an d h e sai d t o himself : 

"What doe s thi s mean ? Her e I  am , thirtee n hun * 
dred m'le s awa y fro m m y ow n land , an d surrounde d 
by a  warlik e people . An d no t onl y that , bu t a  famin e 
has come , an d I  mus t ge t ou t o f thi s country. " 

Now, I  don' t believ e tha t Go d sen t Abra m dow n t o 
Egypt. I  think tha t H e wa s onl y testin g him, that h e 
might i n hi s darkness an d i n hi s troubl e b e 

DRAWN NEARE R T O GOD . 

I believ e tha t man y a  tim e troubl e an d sorro w ar e per · 
mitted t o come t o u s tha t w e ma y se e th e fac e o f God , 



Éâ MEN  OF  THE  BIBLE 

and b e shu t u p t o trus t i n Hi m alone . Bu t Abra m 
went dow n into Egypt , an d ther e he go t int o troubl e 
by denyin g hi s wife . Tha t i s th e blackes t spo t o n 
Abram's character . Bu t whe n we g^t int o Egyp t w e 
will always be getting into trouble . 

II 
Abram becam e rich; bu t w e don't hea r of an y alta r 

—in fact, w e hear o f no altar a t Haran , an d we hear of 
no altar in Egypt . Whe n he came u p with Lo t ou t of 
Egypt, the y had grea t possessions , an d the y increase d 
in wealth, an d thei r herds ha d multiplied , unti l ther e 
was a strife amon g their herdsmen . 

Now i t is that Abram' s characte r shine s ou t again . 
He might hav e said tha t he had a  righ t to th e best of 
everything, becaus e he was the older , and because Lo t 
Would probably not have been wort h anythin g if i t had 
not bee n fo r Abram' s help . Bu t instea d of standin g 
up fo r Ais  rights,  t o choos e th e bes t o f th e land , h e 
surrenders them, an d says to the nephew : 

"Take you r choice. I f yo u go t o the righ t hand , I 
will tak e the left ; o r if yo u prefer th e lef t hand , the n 
I wil l go to the right. " 

Here is wher e Lo t made hi s mistake . I f ther e wa j 
a ma n unde r th e su n tha t neede d Abram' s counsel , 
and Abram' s prayers , an d Abram' s influence , an d t o 
have been surrounde d b y the friends o f Abram , i t wa s 
Lot. H e wa s jus t one o f thos e wea k character s tha t 

NEEDED BOLSTERIN G UP . 

But hi s covetou s ey e looke d upo n th e well-watere d 
plains o f th e valle y o f th e Jorda n tha t reache d ou t 
towards Sodom , an d h e chos e them . H e wa 9 
influenced b y wha t h e saw . H e walke d b y sight , 
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instead o f b y faith . I  thin k tha t i s wher e a  grea t 
many Christia n peopl e make thei r mistake—walkin g b y 
sight, instea d o f b y faith . I f h e ha d stoppe d t o think , 
Lot migh t hav e know n tha t i t woul d b e disastrou s t o 
him an d hi s famil y t o g o anywher e nea r Sodom . 
Abram an d Lo t mus t bot h hav e know n abou t th e 
wickedness o f thos e citie s on th e plains , an d althoug h 
they wer e rich , an d ther e wa s chanc e o f makin g 
money, i t wa s bette r fo r Lo t t o kee p hi s famil y ou t o i 
that wicke d city . Bu t hi s eye s fel l upo n th e well , 
watered plains , an d h e pitched hi s tent toward s Sodom , 
and separate d fro m Abram . 

Now, notic e tha t afte r Abra m ha d le t Lo t hav e hi s 
choice, an d Lo t ha d gon e of f t o the plains , fo r th e firs t 
time Go d ha d Abra m alone . Hi s fathe r ha d die d a t 
Haran, an d h e ha d lef t hi s brothe r there . Now , afte r 
his nephe w ha d lef t him , h e move d dow n t o Hebron , 
and ther e buil t a n altar . "Hebron " mean s com-
munion. Her e i t i s tha t Go d cam e t o hi m an d sai d : 

"Abram, loo k aroun d a s fa r a s your eye ca n reach—i t 
is al l yours . Loo k fro m th e plac e where tho u ar t north -
ward, an d southward , an d eastward , an d westward : 
for al l th e lan d whic h tho u seest , t o the e wil l I  giv e 
it, an d t o th y see d fo r ever . An d I  wil l mak e th y see d 
as the dus t o f th e eart h : s o that i f a  ma n ca n numbe r 
the dus t o f th e earth , the n shal l th y see d als o b e num · 
bered. Arise , wal k throug h th e lan d i n th e lengt h o f 
it an d i n th e breadth o f i t ; fo r I  wil l giv e i t unt o thee . " 

"Then Abra m removed hi s tent , an d cam e and dwel t 
in th e plai n o f Mamre , whic h i s in Hebron , an d buil t 
there a n alta r unt o th e Lord . " 

I t i s astonishin g ho w fa r you ca n se e in tha t country . 
Rod too k Mose s u p o n Pisga h an d showe d hi m th e 
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Promised Land . I n Palestine , a  fe w year s ago , I 
found tha t o n Mount Olive t I  could loo k over an d see 
the Mediterranean . I  could look into th e valle y of th e 
Jordan, an d se e th e Dea d Sea . An d o n the plain s of 
Sharon I  could look u p to Moun t Lebanon , an d u p a t 
Mount Hermon , awa y beyon d Nazareth . Yo u ca n 
see wit h the naked ey e almost th e length an d breadt h 
of tha t country . S o whe n Go d sai d t o Abra m tha t 
he might loo k to the north, an d tha t a s far a s he could 
see he could have the land; an d then loo k to the south , 
with it s well-watere d plain s that Lo t coveted , an d t o 
the east and the west, fro m th e se a to the Euphrates -
then Go d gav e Hi s frien d Abra m a  clea r title , n o 
conditions whatever, saying ; 

*'I wil l give it all to you. " 
Lot chose all he could get, but it was no t much. Abrai u 

let God choose for him, an d was give n all the land. Lo t 
had no securit y for his choice, and soon lost all. Abram' s 
right was maintained undisputed by God the giver . 

Do yo u know tha t the childre n o f Israe l neve r ha d 
faith enoug h to tak e possessio n o f al l that lan d as fa r 
AS th e Euphrates ? I f the y had , probably Nebuchad -
nezzar woul d never hav e com e an d take n the m cap -
tives. Bu t tha t was God' s offer ; H e sai d to Abram , 
"Unto you r see d I  wil l giv e i t forever , clea r t o th e 
˛alle y o f th e Euphrates. " Fro m tha t tim e o n Go d 
enlarged Abram' s tents . H e enriche d Hi s promises , 
•ad gav e hi m much mor e tha t H e had promise d dow n 
Ihere in the valley of the Euphrates when He firs t calle d 
him out. I t i s very interestin g t o see how God kept 

ADDING T O TH E PROMIS E 

1er the benefit o f Hi s friend Abram . 
" Le t u s go bac k a moment t o Lot, an d see wha t Lot 



ABRAHAM'S FOUR  SURRENDERS 1 3 

gained by making tha t choice. I  believe tha t you cao 
find five thousand Lot s t o one Abram to-day . Peopl e 
are constantl y walking b y sight, lured b y th e tempta- ; 

tions of men an d of the world . Me n are very anxiou s 
to ge t thei r son s int o lucrativ e positions , althoug h i t 
way be disastrous to their character ; i t may ruin the m 
morally and religiously, an d in ever y other way. Th e 
glitter of this world seem s to attract them . Som e one 
has sai d tha t Abram wa s a  far-sighte d man , an d Lo t 
was a  short-sighted man; hi s eye fell o n the land right 
around him . Ther e i s th e on e thin g tha t w e ar e 
quite sur e of—he wa s s o short-sighted tha t hi s posses« 
sions soo n lef t him . An d yo u wil l fin d tha t thes e 
people who are constantl y building for tim e are disap-
pointed. 

I hav e n o doub t tha t th e me n o f Sodo m sai d that ! 
Lot was 

A MUC H SHREWDE R MA N 

than hi s uncle Abram , an d tha t i f he lived twenty-fiv e 
years h e woul d b e the riche r of th e two , and tha t b y 
coming int o Sodom h e coul d sel l his cattl e an d shee p 
and goats and whatever else he had for large sums, and 
could get a  good deal better market tha n Abra m coul d 
back there on the plains of Mamre . 

For awhil e Lo t di d mak e mone y ver y fast , an d 
became a  very successfu l man . I f you ha d gone int o 
Sodom a  littl e whil e befor e destructio n came , yo u 
would hav e foun d tha t Lo t owne d som e o f th e bes t 
corner lot s in town , an d tha t Mrs . Lo t moved in wha t 
they called th e eon-ton  society or uppe r te n ; an d yo u 
would hav e found tha t sh e wa s at th e theatr e two o r 
three night s i n th e week . I f the y ha d progressiv e 
euchre, sh e coul d pla y a s well  a s anybody ; an d be t 
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daughters coul d danc e a s wel l a s an y othe r Sodomites . 
We find  Lo t sittin g i n th e gates , h e wa s gettin g o n 
amazingly well « H e migh t hav e bee n on e o f th e 
principal me n in the cit y ; Judg e Lot , o r th e Honorabl e 
Lot o f Sodom . If  ther e ha d bee n a  Congres s i n thos e 
days, the y woul d hav e ru n hi m fo r a  sea t i n Congress . 
They migh t hav e electe d hi m 

MAYOR O F SODOM . 

He wa s gettin g o n amazingl y wel l ; wonderfull y pros -
perous. 

But b y an d b y ther e come s a  war . I f yo u g o int o 
Sodom, yo u mus t tak e Sodom' s judgmen t whe n i t 
comes, fo r i t i s boun d t o come . Th e battl e turne d 
against thos e fiv e citie s o f th e plai n an d the y too k Lo t 
and hi s wif e an d al l tha t the y had , an d on e ma n 
escaped an d ra n of f t o Hebro n an d tol d Abra m wha t 
had take n place . Abra m too k hi s servants,—thre e 
hundred an d eightee n o f them,—wen t afte r thes e vic -
torious kings , an d soo n returne d wit h al l th e boot y an d 
all th e prisoners . 

IK 

On Abram' s wa y bac k wit h th e spoil s on e o f th e 
strangest scene s o f histor y occurs . Who m shoul d h e 
meet bu t Melchizedek , wh o brough t pu t brea d an d 
wine; an d th e priestl y kin g blesse d th e Father~o f th e 
Faithful. Afte r th e ol d kin g o f peac e ha d bles t him , 
he me t th e Kin g o f Sodom , an d th e Kin g o f Sodo m 
said, "Yo u tak e the money , and I wil l take the people" ; 
but Abra m replie d : 

"Not a  thing wil l I  take , no t eve n th e shoe-latchets * 
lest tho u shoulds t say , I  hav e mad e Abra m rich. " 
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There i s anothe r surrender . Ther e wa s a  tempta -
tion to  get  rich  at  the  hands  of  the  King  of  Sodom. 
But th e Kin g o f Sale m ha d blesse d him , an d thi s 
world di d no t temp t him . I t tempte d Lot , an d n o 
doubt Lo t though t Abra m mad e a  grea t mistak e whe n 
he refuse d t o tak e thi s wealt h ; bu t Abra m woul d no t 
touch a  thing ; h e spurne d i t an d turne d fro m it . H e 
had th e worl d under hi s feet ;  h e wa s living for anothe r 
world. H e woul d no t b e enriche d fro m suc h a  source . 

Every on e o f u s i s met b y th e princ e o f thi s worl d 
and th e Princ e o f Peace . Th e on e tempt s u s wit h 
wealth, pleasure , ambitio n : bu t ou r Princ e an d Pries t 
is read y t o succo r an d strengthe n u s i n th e hou r o f 
temptation. 

A frien d o f min e tol d m e som e year s ag o tha t hi s 
wife JW s ^ery fond o f painting , bu t tha t fo r a  lon g tim e 
he neve r coul d se e an y beaut y i n he r paintings ; the y 
all looke d lik e a  dau b t o him . On e da y hi s eye s 
troubled hi m an d h e wen t t o se e a n oculist . Th e ma n 
looked i n amazemen t a t hi m an d sai d : 

"You hav e wha t w e cal l a  shor t ey e an d a  lon g eye , 
and tha t make s everythin g a  b lur . " 

He gav e hi m som e glasse s tha t jus t fitte d him , an d 
then h e coul d se e clearly . Then , h e said , h e under -
stood wh y it wa s tha t hi s wif e wa s s o carried awa y with 
art, an d h e buil t a n ar t gallery , an d filled  i t ful l o f 
beautiful things , becaus e everythin g looke d s o beauti -
ful afte r h e ha d ha d hi s eye s straightene d out . 

Now ther e ar e lot s o f peopl e tha t hav e 

A LON G EY E AN D A  SHOR T EYE , 

and the y mak e miserabl e wor k o f thei r Christia n life . 
They kee p on e ey e o n th e eterna l cit y an d th e othe j 
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eye o n th e well-watere d plain s o f Sodom . Tha t wa s 
the wa y i t wa s wit h Lo t : he ha d a  shor t ey e an d a  lon g 
eye. I t woul d b e prett y har d wor k t o believ e tha t Lo t 
was save d i f i t wer e no t fo r th e Ne w Testament . Bu t 
there w e rea d tha t "Lo t ' s righteou s sou l wa s vexed, " 
—so h e ha d a  righteou s soul , bu t h e ha d a  storm y time . 
He didn' t hav e peac e an d jo y an d victor y lik e Abram . 

After Abra m ha d give n u p th e wealt h o f Sodo m tha t 
was offere d him , the n Go d cam e an d enlarge d hi s 
borders again—enlarge d th e promise . Go d sai d : 

" I wil l b e you r exceedin g grea t reward ; I  wil l pro -
tect you. " 

Abram migh t hav e though t tha t thes e king s tha t h e 
had defeate d migh t ge t othe r king s an d othe r armie s 
to come , an d h e migh t hav e though t o f himsel f a s a 
solitary man , wit h onl y thre e hundre d an d eightee n 
men, s o tha t h e migh t hav e feare d les t h e b e swep t 
from th e fac e o f th e earth . Bu t th e Lor d cam e an d 
said: 

"Abram, fea r no t . " 
That i s the firs t tim e thos e oft-repeate d words , "fea r 

not ," occu r i n th e Bible . 
"Fea r not , fo r I  wil l b e you r shiel d an d you r 

reward." 
I woul d rathe r hav e tha t promis e tha n al l th e 

armies o f eart h an d al l th e navie s o f th e worl d t o pro -
tect me—t o hav e the Go d o f heaven fo r m y Protector ' 
God wa s teachin g Abra m tha t H e wa s t o b e hi s Frien d 
and hi s Shield , i f h e woul d surrende r himsel f wholl y 
to Hi s keeping , an d trus t i n Hi s goodness . Tha t i s 
what w e want—t o surrende r ourselve s u p t o God , full y 
and wholly . 

In Colorad o th e superintenden t o f som e work s tol d 
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me o f a  mine r tha t wa s promoted , wh o cam e t o th e 
superintendent, an d said : 

"The re i s a  man tha t ha s seve n children , an d I  hav e 
only three , an d h e i s havin g a  har d struggle . Don' t 
promote me , bu t promot e h im. " 

I kno w o f nothin g tha t speak s loude r fo r Chris t an d 
Christianity tha n t o se e a  ma n o r woma n givin g u p 
what the y cal l thei r right s fo r others , an d " i n hono r 
preferring on e another. " 

We find  tha t Abra m wa s constantl y surrenderin g hi s 
own selfis h interest s an d trustin g t o God . Wha t wa s 
the result ? O f al l th e me n tha t eve r live d h e i s th e 
most renowned . H e neve r di d anythin g th e worl d 
would cal l great . Th e larges t arm y h e eve r mustere d 
was thre e hundre d an d eightee n men . Ho w Alex · 
ander woul d hav e sneere d a t suc h a n arm y a s tha t S 
How Caesa r would hav e looke d dow n o n such a n army ! 
How Napoleo n woul d hav e curle d hi s lip a s he though t 
of Abra m wit h a n arm y o f thre e hundre d an d eigh t 
een! W e ar e no t told tha t he wa s a grea t astronomer ' 
we ar e no t tol d tha t h e wa s a  grea t scientis t ; w e a ï ô 
not tol d tha t h e was a  great statesman , o r anythin g th © 
world call s grea t ; bu t ther e wa s on e thin g h e coul d d o 
—he coul d liv e a n unselfis h life , an d i n hono r coul d 
waive hi s rights , an d i n tha t wa y h e becam e th e frien d 
of God ; i n tha t wa y h e ha s becom e immortal . 
There i s 

NO NAM E I N HISTOR Y 

no well know n a s th e nam e o f Abram . Eve n Chris t is 
not mor e widel y known , fo r th e Mohammedans , th e 
Persians, an d th e Egyptian s mak e a  grea t dea l o f 
Abram. Hi s nam e ha s bee n fo r centurie s an d cen -
turies favorabl y know n i n Damascus . Go d promise d 
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him tha t grea t men , an d warriors , an d kings , an d 
emperors, shoul d sprin g fro m hi s loins . Wa s ther e 
ever a  nation tha t ha s turned ou t suc h men ? Thin k o f 
Moses, an d Joseph , an d Joshua , an d Caleb , an d Sam -
uel, an d David , an d Solomon , an d Elisha . Thin k o f 
Elijah, an d Daniel , an d Isaiah , an d al l th e othe r won -
derful Bibl e character s tha t hav e sprun g fro m thi s 
man! The n thin k o f Peter , o f James , an d John , an d 
Paul, an d Joh n th e Baptist , a  might y army . N o ma n 
can numbe r th e multitud e o f wonderfu l me n tha t hav e 
sprung fro m thi s on e ma n calle d ou t o f th e lan d 
of th e Chaldeans , unknow n an d a n idolater , probably , 
when Go d calle d hi m ; an d ye t ho w literall y Go d ha s 
fulfiled Hi s promis e tha t throug h hi m H e woul d bles s 
all th e nation s o f th e earth . Al l becaus e h e surren · 
dered himsel f full y an d wholl y t o le t Go d bles s him . 

IV 

The las t surrende r i s perhap s th e mos t touchin g an d 
the hardes t o f al l t o understand . Perhap s h e coul d 
not hav e born e i t unti l th e evenin g o f life . Go d ha d 
been takin g hi m along , ste p b y step , unti l no w h e ha d 
reached a  plac e wher e h e ha d learne d t o obe y full y 
whatever Go d tol d hi m t o do . I  believ e th e worl d has · 
yet t o se e wha t Go d wil l d o wit h th e ma n wh o i s per -
fectly surrendered . Nex t t o God' s ow n Son , Abraha m 
was perhap s th e ma n wh o cam e neares t t o thi s stand . 
ard. 

FOR TWENTY-FIV E YEAR S 

Abraham ha d bee n i n th e Promise d Lan d withou t th e 
promised heir . Go d ha d promise d tha t H e would bles s 
all the nation s o f th e eart h throug h him , an d ye t H e 
did no t giv e hi m a  son . Abraham' s fait h almos t 
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staggered a  numbe r o f times . Ishmae l wa s born , bu t 
God se t asid e th e so n o f th e bondwoman , fo r h e wa s 
not t o b e th e ancesto r o f th e So n o f God . Go d wa s 
setting Abra m apar t simpl y that H e migh t prepar e th e 
way fo r Hi s ow n Son , an d now , a t last , a  messenge r 
comes dow n fro m heave n t o Hebron , an d tell s Abra -
ham in . his ol d ag e tha t h e shoul d hav e a  son . 

I t seeme d to o good t o be true . H e had har d wor k t o 
believe i t ; bu t a t th e appointe d tim e Isaa c wa s bor n 
into tha t family . I  don' t believ e ther e wa s eve r a 
child bor n int o th e worl d tha t cause d s o much jo y i n 
the hom e a s i n Abraham' s hear t an d home . Ho w 
Abraham an d tha t ol d mother , Sarah , mus t hav e dote d 
on tha t chi M ! Ho w thei r eye s feaste d o n hi m ! 

But jus t whe n th e la d wa s growin g u p int o manhod o 
Abraham receive d anothe r ver y strange command , an d 
there wa s anothe r surrender— Ms only  son.  Perhap s 
he wa s makin g a n ido l o f tha t boy , an d though t mor e 
of hi m tha n h e di d o f th e Go d tha t gav e him . Ther e 
must b e n o ido l i n th e hear t i f w e ar e goin g t o d o th e 
will o f Go d o n earth . 

I ca n imagin e tha t on e nigh t th e ol d patriarc h 
retired wor n ou t an d weary . Th e bo y ha d gon e fas t 
to sleep , whe n suddenl y a  heavenl y messenge r cam e 
and told him that he must take that boy off on t o a  moan-
tain tha t Go d wa s t o sho w him , an d offe r hi m u p a s a 
sacrifice. N o mor e slee p tha t night ! I f yo u ha d 
looked int o tha t ten t th e nex t mornin g I  ca n imagin e 
that yo u would hav e see n th e servant s flying  roun d an d 
making preparation s fo r th e master ' s takin g a  lon g 
journey. H e perhap s keep s th e secre t locke d u p i n 
his heart , an d h e doesn' t tel l eve n Sara h o r Isaac . H e 
doesn't tel l th e servants , eve n th e faithfu l servan t 
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Eliezer, wha t i s to take place . Abou t nin e o'cloc k yo u 
might hav e see n thos e fou r men—Abraham , Isaa c an d 
the tw o youn g me n wit h them—star t of f o n th e lon g 
journey. Onc e i n a  whil e Abraha m turn s hi s hea d 
aside an d wipe s awa y the tear . H e doesn' t wan t Isaa c 
to se e wha t a  terribl e struggl e i s going o n within . I t 
is a  har d battl e t o giv e u p hi s wil l an d t o surrende r 
that boy , th e ido l o f hi s life . Oh , ho w h e love d him » 

I ca n imagin e th e firs t night . Th e bo y soo n fall s 
asleep, tire d an d wear y wit h th e ho t day' s journey , bu t 
the ol d ma n doesn' t sleep . I  ca n se e hi m loo k int o 
the fac e o f th e innocen t boy , an d say : 

"Soon m y bo y wil l b e gone , an d I  wil l be returnin g 
without h im. " 

Perhaps mos t o f th e nigh t hi s voice coul d hav e bee n 
heard i n prayer , a s he crie s t o Go d t o hel p hi m ; an d 
as Go d ha d helpe d hi m i n th e pas t s o Go d wa s helpin g 
him tha t night . 

The nex t da y they journeye d on , and agai n a  terribl e 
conflict goe s on . Agai n h e brushe s awa y th e tear . 
Perhaps Isaa c see s it , an d say s : 

"Father i s goin g awa y t o mee t hi s God , an d th e 
angels ma y com e dow n an d tal k wit h hi m a s a t 
Hebron. Tha t i s what h e i s s o agitate d about. " 

The seeon d nigh t comes , an d th e ol d ma n look s int o 
that fac e ever y hou r o f th e night . H e sleep s a  little , 
but no t much , an d th e next mornin g a t family worshi p 
he break s down . H e canno t finish  hi s prayer . 

They journe y o n tha t day—i t i s a  long day—an d th e 
old patriarc h say : "Thi s i s th e las t da y I  a m t o hav e 
my bo y wit h me . To-morro w I  mus t offe r hi m up j 
to-morrow I  shal l be withou t th e so n o f m y bosom. " 

The thir d nigh t comes , an d wha t a  nigh t i t mus t 
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have been ! I  ca n imagin e h e didn' t ea t o r slee p tha t 
night. Nothin g i s goin g t o brea k hi s fast , an d ever y 
hour o f th e nigh t h e goe s to loo k int o th e fac e o f tha t 
boy, an d onc e i n a  whil e h e bend s ove r an d kisse s him , 
and h e says : 

" O Isaac , ho w ca n I  giv e the e up? " 
Morning breaks . Wha t a morning i t must hav e bee n 

for tha t father ! H e doesn' t eat ; h e trie s t o pray , bu t 
his voic e falters . Afte r breakfas t the y star t o n thei r 
journey again . H e ha s no t gon e a  grea t wa y befor e 
he lift s u p hi s eyes , and yonde r i s Moun t Moriah . Hi s 
heart begin s t o bea t quickly . H e say s t o th e tw o 
young me n : 

"You sta y here , an d I  wil l g o yonde r wit h m y son. " 
Then, a s fathe r an d so n wen t u p Moun t Moriah , wit h 

the wood , an d th e fire , an d th e knife , th e bo y turn s 
suddenly t o th e father , an d says : 

"Father , wher e i s th e lamb ? W e haven' t an y offer -
ing, father. " 

It wa s a  commo n thin g fo r Isaa c t o se e hi s fathe r 
»ffer u p a  victim , bu t ther e i s no lam b now . 

Did yo u eve r thin k 
HOW PROPHETI C THA T ANSWE R WA S 

when Abraha m turne d an d sai d t o th e son , "Go d wil l 
provide Himsel f a  sacrifice" ? I  don' t kno w tha t Abra -
ham understoo d th e ful l meanin g o f it , bu t a  fe w hun -
dred years afte r Go d di d provide a  sacrifice righ t there . 
Mount Moria h an d Moun t Calvar y ar e clos e together , 
*nd God' s So n was provided a s a  sacrific e fo r th e world . 

On Moun t Moria h thi s fathe r an d so n begi n t o rol l 
up th e stones , an d togethe r the y buil d th e altar ; the n 
they la y o n th e woo d an d everythin g i s read y fo r th e 
victim. Isaa c look s aroun d t o se e wher e th e lam b is , 
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and then the father ca n keep it from th e son no longer , 
and he says : 

"My boy , sit down here close to the altar , and le t me 
tell you something. " 

Then perhap s tha t old , white-haire d patriarc h put s 
his arm aroun d the lad, an d tell s how God came to him 
in th e lan d o f th e Chaldeans , an d th e stor y o f hi s 
whole life, and how, by one promise after another , Go d 
had kep t enlargin g th e promise d blessings , an d tha t 
He woul d bles s al l th e nation s o f th e eart h throug h 
him. Isaa c was to be the heir . Bu t he says : 

"My son , th e las t night I  was at home Go d came to 
me in the hour s of the nigh t an d told me to brin g you 
here an d offe r yo u u p a s a sacrifice . I  don' t under -
stand what i t means, but I  can tell you one thing: i t i s 
much harde r fo r m e to offe r yo u u p than i t would b e 
for me to be sacrificed myself. " 

There wa s a time whe n I  used to think mor e of th e 
love of Jesus Chris t than o f God the Father . I  used to 
think o f Go d a s a  ster n judg e o n th e throne , fro m 
whose wrat h Jesu s Chris t had save d me. I t seem s to 
me now I  could not have 

A FALSE R IDE A O F GO D 

than that . Sinc e I  have becom e a father I  have mad e 
this discovery: tha t it takes more love and self-sacrific e 
for th e fathe r t o give up th e son tha n i t doe s for th e 
son t o die . I s a  fathe r o n eart h a  tru e fathe r tha t 
would no t rathe r suffe r tha n t o se e hi s chil d suffer ? 
Do yo u thin k tha t i t di d no t cos t Go d something t o 
redeem thi s world ? I t cos t Go d th e mos t preciou s 
possession He eve r had. Whe n God gave Hi s Son, H e 
gave all, and yet H e gav e Hi m freel y fo r you an d me. 

I ca n imagin e that Abraha m talk s t o Isaac and tell s 
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him how hard i t is to offer hi m up. "Bu t God has com-
manded it, " h e says , "an d I  surrende r m y wil l t o 
God's will . I  don' t understan d it , bu t I  believ e tha t 
God will be able to raise you up, an d mayb e H e will. " 

They fell o n their faces, and prayed together . Afte r 
prayer I  ca n se e tha t ol d fathe r tak e hi s bo y t o his 
bosom, an d embrace him fo r th e las t time. H e kisse s 
and kisses him. The n he takes those hands that ar e so 
innocent, an d bind s them , an d h e bind s the feet , an d 
he tie s him up , and lay s hi m o n th e altar , an d give s 
him a  las t kiss . The n h e takes th e knife , an d raise s 
his hand. N o soone r is th e hand lifte d tha n a  voic e 
calls from heave n : 

"Abraham, Abraham , spar e thy son! " 
You remembe r tha t Chris t said , "Abraha m sa w my 

day, and was glad. " I  have an idea that Go d then an d 
there jus t 

LIFTED TH E CURTAI N O F TIM E 

for Abraham . H e looke d dow n into th e future , sa w 
God's Son coming up Calvary, bearin g his sins and th e 
sins o f al l posterity . Go d gav e hi m tha t secret , an d 
told him how Hi s Son was to come int o the world and 
take away his sins. 

Now, m y friends , notice : whenever Go d ha s bee n 
calling m e to highe r service , ther e ha s always bee n a 
conflict wit h m y will . I  hav e fough t agains t it , bu t 
God's wil l ha s bee n don e instea d o f mine . Whe n I 
came t o Jesu s Christ , I  ha d a  terribl e battl e t o sur -
render my  will , an d t o tak e God' s will. Whe n I  gav e 
up business , I  had anothe r battl e fo r three month s ; I 
fought agains t it . I t wa s a  terribl e battle . Bu t oh ! 
how man y times I  hav e thanke d Go d tha t I  gave u p 
my wil l an d took God's will . The n ther e wa s another 
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time whe n Go d was callin g me int o higher service , t o 
go out and preach the gospe l al l over the land, instea d 
of stayin g in Chicago . I  fough t agains t i t for month s ; 
but the bes t thin g I  ever did wa s whe n I  surrendere d 
my will , an d le t th e wil l o f Go d b e don e i n me . 
Because Abraha m obeye d Go d an d held back not eve n 
his onl y child, Go d enlarge d his promise s onc e agai n : 

"And th e ange l o f th e Lor d calle d unt o Abraha m 
out o f heave n th e secon d time , an d said , B y mysel f 
have I  sworn , sait h th e Lord , fo r becaus e tho u has t 
done thi s thing , an d has t no t withheld th y son , thin e 
only son : tha t i n blessin g I  wil l bles s thee , an d i n 
multiplying I  wil l multipl y th y seed a s the stars of th e 
heaven, an d a s the san d which i s upon th e se a shor e ; 
and thy seed shal l possess the gate of his enemies ; an d 
in thy seed shall al l the nations o f the eart h be blessed ; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice." 

If yo u tak e m y advice, you wil l hav e n o wil l othe r 
than God's will. Mak e a full an d complet e surrender ^ 
and th e swee t message s of heave n wil l com e t o you . 
God will whisper into your sou l 

THE SECRET S O F HEAVEN . 

After Abraha m di d wha t Go d tol d him , the n i t wa s 
that Go d tol d Hi s frien d al l abou t Hi s Son . I f w e 
make a  ful l surrender , Go d wil l giv e u s somethin g 
better tha n we have eve r known before . W e will ge t 
a ne w visio n of Jesu s Christ , an d wil l than k Go d no t 
only in this life bu t i n the life t o come. Ma y God help 
each an d every one o f us to mak e a  ful l an d complet e 
and unconditiona l surrende r t o God, fully an d wholly , 
now and forever . 




