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1

Corrie ten Boom was born in Holland in 1892, the youngest child in a loving Christian
family whose hearts, hands, and home were always open to anyone in need. As she grew old-
er, it was only natural that Corrie also reached out to those around her. In addition to work-
ing in her father’s watch repair shop, she started Christian clubs for girls, worked with the
mentally retarded, helped care for foster children, and taught Bible lessons in the schools.

After Germany invaded Holland in World War Two, helping the people who needed her
aid became very dangerous. Germany’s cruel dictator,Adolph Hitler, sent soldiers to Holland
to round up all the Jewish people and take them to prison camps, where they were later killed
by the millions. Anyone found helping the Jews could suffer the same fate.

But Corrie and her family could not turn their backs on people in need.They became
part of the Dutch “underground” movement, which hid Jews and helped them escape to safer
places.

The ten Booms built a secret room in their home with a hidden panel to open it.They
put in an alarm system so that they could quickly buzz a warning throughout the house.They
also had the Jews who stayed with them practice disappearing quickly into the secret room.

Corrie and her team of eighty workers helped hundreds of Jews escape before a fellow
Dutchman turned them in to the Germans. On February 28, 1944, German soldiers stormed
into the ten Boom home. One of them asked Corrie where they were hiding the Jews.When
she didn’t answer, he slapped her again and again. She and her family were arrested and taken
to different prison camps.Her father,who was quite old, died ten days later.

After three months, Corrie was moved to Ravensbruck, a well-known death camp for
women.There she was reunited with her sister, Betsie. Ravensbruck was their worst night-
mare come true: long hours of very hard work; crowded, rat-filled, unheated buildings; little
food; and cruel guards.Before the war ended, 96,000 women died there.

A guard once hit Corrie in the neck with a whip when she was too sick to push a heavy
cart. But the hardest thing for her was seeing Betsie mistreated. Betsie had never been healthy.
In prison she became much worse. Still, she was forced to keep working and to stand at atten-

CORRIE TEN BOOM

THEN PETER CAME TO JESUS AND ASKED,“LORD,
HOW MANY TIMES SHALL I FORGIVE MY BROTHER

WHEN HE SINS AGAINST ME? UP TO SEVEN TIMES?”
JESUS ANSWERED,“I TELLYOU, NOT SEVEN TIMES, BUT

SEVENTY-SEVEN TIMES.” (MATTHEW 18:21–22)
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tion for hours at a time in bitterly cold weather.
Their strong faith in God helped them get through each terrible day.They lovingly

reached out to the other women, encouraged them to trust God, and prayed together. Even in
that awful place, they felt God’s love. In fact, Betsie told Corrie that they would travel all over
after they got out, telling people that no place on earth is so dark that God’s love cannot shine
into it. She also hoped to start homes in Holland and Germany where people broken by the
war could heal.

Betsie never saw her dreams come true. She died in prison. But Corrie went on to carry
out her sister’s wishes. Corrie was set free because of a typing error—which she said was a
miracle—shortly before the other women her age were killed.

After the war, she went to Germany. She spoke to large groups there, telling them about
the hope God had given her and how Jesus can help us forgive our enemies and even love
them.

One day after speaking, she stood at the door shaking hands with people. A man walked
up to her and told her he had become a Christian after the war. Corrie recognized the man.
He had been one of the cruelest guards at Ravensbruck.The man said he knew God had for-
given him for everything he had done in the past, but he wanted her forgiveness, too.

As he held out his hand, Corrie remembered the misery he had caused Betsie and thou-
sands of others. She wrestled with her answer. She didn’t think she could forgive him, but she
knew God wanted her to. Silently she prayed, Lord, I can take his hand, but I can’t change my feel-
ings. OnlyYou can do that.

She took his hand in hers, and a sudden feeling of warmth went through her arm and
then her whole body, melting the bitter memories.With tears in her eyes, she told the man
who had once tormented her,“I forgive you with all my heart.”1

D I S C U S S

What is the worst thing anyone ever did to you? Have you forgiven that person? What is
the worst thing you’ve ever done to someone else? Have you asked that person to forgive
you?

12
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“A MAN WAS GOING DOWN FROM JERUSALEM TO

JERICHO,WHEN HE FELL INTO THE HANDS OF ROB-
BERS.THEY STRIPPED HIM OF HIS CLOTHES,BEAT HIM

AND WENT AWAY,LEAVING HIM HALF DEAD. . . .BUT A

SAMARITAN,AS HE TRAVELED,CAME WHERE THE MAN

WAS;AND WHEN HE SAW HIM,HE TOOK PITY ON HIM.
HE WENT TO HIM AND BANDAGED HIS WOUNDS,

POURING ON OIL AND WINE.THEN HE . . .TOOK HIM

TO AN INN AND TOOK CARE OF HIM.” (LUKE 10:30,33–34)

Trevor Ferrell was watching the evening news a few weeks before Christmas of 1983 when
he first heard about the homeless people who lived on the streets. Trevor was eleven years old
at the time.He couldn’t believe there were really people who slept outside in the winter in his
own city of Philadelphia.

After his parents told him the story was true, he bombarded them with questions:“You
mean they have no place to sleep, no home? They’re out there in the cold and snow right
now?Where do they eat? How do they stay alive without a bed and a blanket?”1

When his parents couldn’t answer his questions,Trevor asked one more:“Well, can we go
downtown and help them?”

Tired and not sure it was safe for their young son to visit the homeless at night, they said
no. But Trevor kept asking. As Christians, Mr. and Mrs. Ferrell had always tried to teach their
children to care about others.This was a chance to help their son do just that. Finally they
agreed and made a short trip that would change all of their lives.

Trevor saw a shoeless man sleeping on a metal grate. He got out of the car and politely
offered the man a yellow blanket and the special pillow he had always slept with.The memory
of the man’s happy smile made him ask his parents to take him back a couple of nights later.
This time he took along one of his mother’s old coats and gave it to a woman who was shiver-
ing from the cold.

Soon the Ferrells were driving downtown night after night. On each trip,Trevor took
gifts for the homeless—blankets, sweaters, coats, and food. As he gave his gifts, he always took
time to talk and be friendly. Since the street people were usually ignored because of the way
they looked, his friendship meant as much to them as his gifts. He became a symbol of hope
and caring to the homeless.They called him“Little Buddy” and looked for him nightly.

TREVOR FERRELL
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Then people heard about what the Ferrells were doing and started bringing them coats,
blankets, and food to pass on to the men and women on the street. After their story was told
in the papers, on the news, and on many talk shows, their nightly visits grew into “Trevor’s
Campaign.”As many as seventy families took turns feeding more than one hundred homeless
people each night from a donated van. Later, an old hotel was donated, too. After repairs and
remodeling, it became Trevor’s Place, a home for the homeless. All because one boy cared
enough to get involved.

It wasn’t all smooth sailing for the Ferrells along the way.The publicity and the rapid
growth of a ministry they hadn’t planned on turned their lives upside down for a time. Other
children at school made fun of Trevor by calling him “Mr. Superstar” and asking if he had a
blanket for them.

Trevor also had a learning disability that made reading difficult. Normally he worked on
schoolwork at night to keep up with his class. As he spent more and more time helping the
homeless,Trevor got behind in school and had to repeat the sixth grade.

Trying to run Trevor’s Campaign, organize volunteers, and collect and distribute dona-
tions while caring for their own family and business wore Mr. and Mrs. Ferrell out. But the
more they got to know the homeless people, the more they understood their problems and
the more they wanted to help them. So one dayTrevor’s father decided to trust God, close the
television repair business he had owned for nineteen years, and run Trevor’s Campaign full
time.

Through all the difficulties, the joy of helping the needy kept them going—bringing
help, hope, and friendship to the homeless of Philadelphia.

D I S C U S S

There are people in desperate need in faraway places, and we can help them only
through our prayers or financial gifts. But there are also needy people nearby whom we can
help personally, if we are willing to go out of our way as Trevor and the Good Samaritan did.
Think of some people in your town, church, or neighborhood going through hard times.
How could you help them?

14

Courageous Christians final:Courageous Christians 2nd pf  6/11/10  12:55 PM  Page 14



3

PETER SAID TO HIM,“WE HAVE LEFT ALL WE HAD TO

FOLLOWYOU!” “I TELLYOU THE TRUTH,” JESUS SAID

TO THEM,“NO ONE WHO HAS LEFT HOME OR WIFE

OR BROTHERS OR PARENTS OR CHILDREN FOR THE

SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL FAIL TO

RECEIVE MANY TIMES AS MUCH IN THIS AGE AND, IN

THE AGE TO COME, ETERNAL LIFE.” (LUKE 18:28–30)

When Darlene McIntosh was ten years old, she was so touched by a missionary’s speech that
she told God she would go wherever He wanted her to. Little did she know just how much
following Him would cost her.

Ten years later, she was on her way to New Guinea, an island north of Australia, with five
trunks filled with lovely wedding gifts. Darlene and her new husband, Russell Diebler, then
made a long, hard journey to the middle of the island to tell the Stone Age cannibals known
as Kapaukus about Jesus Christ.

These small, dark-skinned natives had never seen a white woman before. But they liked
Darlene instantly, and she loved them back. She and Russell lived in a small house made out of
bamboo poles,made friends with the people, and told them about the Lord.

Their time with the Kapaukus was short, however.When World War Two spread and
Japan invaded New Guinea, they were forced to move to a nearby island.They worked in a
mission Bible school there until it became too dangerous to stay.Then Darlene and Russell
had to escape to the mountains with the other missionaries.They were able to take along only
a few belongings, and she sadly left behind all her beautiful wedding gifts.

However, the missionaries weren’t safe in the mountains, either. Japanese soldiers soon
came and took away all the men except Dr. Jaffrey, an elderly man, to a prison camp.

For a year, Darlene and the others that remained were forced to stay where they were.
They had little food. She drew strength during this time from Dr. Jaffrey’s deep, quiet faith,
and she loved him like a father.Then they were all taken to another prison camp that was run
by a cruel commander who beat and kicked the women and girls for the smallest reasons.The
prisoners worked hard, long days, even though they were fed a poor diet and were often ill.

When the Japanese moved Dr. Jaffrey to a different camp, Darlene wondered what more
could be taken away from her. She missed him terribly, but she looked to God for comfort.
Everyone in her crowded barracks became a close-knit group after she began leading them in
Bible reading and prayer.

The commander saw how the other prisoners loved and respected Darlene, and he put

DARLENE DIEBLER
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her in charge of her building.Then came the news that Russell had died. By this time, the
commander cared about her and tried to comfort her. She told him that she was very sad, but
she had hope because she knew Jesus. She told him Jesus had died for him too and that she
didn’t hate him or any other Japanese people. By the time she finished, the hard-hearted com-
mander had tears running down his cheeks.

Still, things got worse.The secret police accused Darlene of being a spy. They took her to
an awful prison where she was beaten and allowed to eat only one cup of rice a day. She
became so ill that all of her hair turned white. Finally she was sentenced to die, but her old
camp commander convinced higher officials that she was innocent. Just as a guard drew his
sword to kill her, some officers drove up to take her back to the old camp.

Once Darlene was back, the commander put her in charge of all the other prisoners. But
the prisoners’ lives became harder there too. Bombings often forced the women to spend
nights in ditches.Their barracks burned, and they had to stay in huts in the jungle.The little
they had was gone. Food became even scarcer.

Finally, after Darlene had been in the camp three years, Japan surrendered. She was down
to eighty pounds by this time and had to wear borrowed clothes when she was set free.

As she boarded the ship to leave, she vowed never to come back to the islands that had
taken so much from her. Only twenty-eight years old, she had lost her husband, her health,
and everything she owned. But when she saw the Christian natives running to the shore to
say good-bye, she knew she would return someday.

Back home in the United States, Darlene was asked to tell her story in a church. As she
finished, she said,“It cost me everything to serve the Lord. For Jesus’ sake, I’d do it again.”1

D I S C U S S

List as many things as you can think of that you have given up or lost for the Lord’s sake.
What are some things you think He might still want you to give up? Are there any things you
would not be willing to lose for Him?

16
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Some of Dave Dravecky’s happiest childhood memories are of playing Little League baseball
with his dad coaching. His whole family loved baseball, so it came as no surprise that Dave
dreamed of pitching in the Major Leagues when he grew up.

He played baseball all through high school and college. After graduation, he was drafted
into the Minor Leagues—one of the last players picked, because the scouts didn’t expect
much from him.While he was in the Minors, both he and his wife, Jan, accepted Christ as
their personal Savior and found the strength and peace they’d desperately need in the future.

Several coaches told Dave he didn’t have enough talent for the big leagues, but his hard
work and determination paid off. After five years, he was called up to play for the San Diego
Padres as a relief pitcher. Later he made the All-Star team and pitched in the play-offs and the
World Series.

In the fall of 1987, Dave noticed a lump on his arm the size of a quarter.The team trainer
didn’t think it was anything to worry about, and it didn’t hurt, so Dave put it out of his mind.
By then he was the starting pitcher for the San Francisco Giants, and the National League
championship series was about to start.

Dave played the best game of his life during the Giants’ second game.With 55,000 fans
watching, he gave up only two hits and no runs and put himself in the record books. After-
ward, he told reporters that the reason he tried so hard was because he wanted to glorify God.

During the off-season, Dave had tests done on the lump on his arm.The tests didn’t
reveal any problems, so his doctor told him just to have it checked in another six months.

His pitching was again excellent during the first game of the 1988 season.The Giants
won 5 to 1. In the next game, though, his shoulder started hurting whenever he threw hard,
and he was put on the disabled list. Surgery on his shoulder didn’t seem to help.

By now the lump on his arm had gotten as big as a golf ball, so he had it checked again.
Tests this time showed that the lump was a cancerous tumor that would have to be removed.
During a thirteen-hour operation, a surgeon cut out half of Dave’s deltoid muscle (the one he
used to lift his arm and throw) and froze his bone to kill all the cancer attached to it.

DAVE DRAVECKY

BUT ONE THING I DO:FORGETTING WHAT IS BEHIND

AND STRAINING TOWARD WHAT IS AHEAD, I PRESS ON

TOWARD THE GOAL TO WIN THE PRIZE FOR WHICH

GOD HAS CALLED ME HEAVENWARD IN CHRIST

JESUS. (PHILIPPIANS 3:13–14)
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When his doctor told him he would never play professional baseball again, Dave said he
believed in a God of miracles. If God wanted him to pitch again, he would. If not, He’d have
something else for him to do.

No one had ever tried to throw baseballs ninety miles an hour with half a deltoid muscle
or after having his bone frozen. But Dave did everything he could to come back and play. He
went through months of rough physical therapy before starting grueling workouts with the
trainer. Finally, he amazed everyone by pitching again.

During his first game back, the 34,000 fans in the stadium stood and cheered for him
twelve times.When he met with reporters after the game, he made clear that God deserved
the praise for his amazing comeback.

Dave wasn’t able to finish the next game. His arm broke during a pitch, and it broke
again two months later. During a checkup, doctors discovered that the cancer was back. He
had a second operation to remove the new cancer.Then he was treated with radiation to kill
any cancer cells that might still be left.

For the next year and a half, he felt awful.The radiation treatments made him sick. His
arm wouldn’t heal. It became badly infected and throbbed with pain. He had to take extreme-
ly strong antibiotics that made him nauseous.

The tumor came back. Doctors operated a third time.They decided the only way to stop
the cancer was to cut off his arm and shoulder. Adjusting to the loss of his arm was hard for
Dave. Now, not only could he no longer play baseball, but simple tasks such as tying his shoes
and buttoning his clothes suddenly became difficult. He had always prided himself on his
independence.Now he had to ask people for help to do things he couldn’t do with one arm.

Whenever he was asked how he kept from getting a bitter attitude, he gave God all the
credit. He said,“I’m not getting through the loss of my arm because I am a great coper. I’m
getting through it because I have a Father in heaven who is a great giver. . . . At the time I
need strength, he puts it in my heart or provides it through someone who is close to me.”1

Dave soon saw that God indeed had other things for him to do. He wrote two books
about how the Lord helped his family through their trials, and he began speaking in many
places. In time, he and Jan started an organization that helps other families going through
troubles.

D I S C U S S

When his world fell apart, Dave Dravecky spent little time asking,“Why?” Instead, he
asked God,“What next?” Think of some tragedies that could happen to you or your family.
How do you think you could cope with them?

18
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It’s been said that brave people aren’t those who are fearless but people who take risks even
when they’re afraid.By that definition,Mary Slessor was truly brave.

Mary was born in 1848 in Scotland. Her mother was a Christian. But her father was an
alcoholic, and Mary’s life was difficult from the start. He spent his paycheck on his drinking
and often beat his wife and children. Sometimes he threw Mary out of the house.The family
rarely had enough to eat.Three of Mary’s sisters and brothers died. Knowing Jesus helped
Mary through all the hard times.

To feed her family, she went to work part-time in a factory when she was eleven years
old. By the time she was thirteen, she had quit school and was working from six in the morn-
ing until six at night.

As she got older, Mary became very interested in missions. One day a missionary from
Calabar, Africa, came to her church.He said Calabar was a land of poisonous swamps, extreme
heat, slave trading, disease, murder, and cannibalism. He also said it was ruled by witchcraft,
and people were killed as sacrifices to false gods and spirits. In spite of all the dangers, Mary
became convinced that God wanted her to go to Calabar as a missionary.

When she was twenty-six, she applied to her church’s mission board and was accepted.
She studied at a teacher’s college and then sailed for Africa.There she learned the language,
taught school in a small mission settlement, and began visiting nearby villages.

Back in Scotland, Mary had been a fearful person. Sometimes she wouldn’t cross the
street alone or walk through a field where a cow was grazing. But in Calabar she often trav-
eled alone through a land full of leopards, poisonous snakes, and crocodiles to tell people
about Jesus and nurse the sick.Whenever she became afraid, she reminded herself that God
would take care of her.

After a while, she moved farther and farther up the river, where no other missionaries had
gone. She went to tribes that were known to be cruel killers.To travel the long distances
between villages, she often had to ride in canoes. She was very afraid of them. Sometimes she
lay in the bottom of the canoe or sang loudly to keep her mind off her fear.Nights were fright-
ening, too.She slept on the ground or in shacks she made out of branches, twigs, and mud.

Time after time, she showed great bravery in spite of her fears. Because the native people

MARY SLESSOR

SO DO NOT FEAR, FOR I AM WITHYOU; DO NOT BE

DISMAYED,FOR I AMYOUR GOD. IWILL STRENGTHEN

YOU AND HELPYOU; I WILL UPHOLDYOU WITH MY

RIGHTEOUS RIGHT HAND. (ISAIAH 41:10)
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believed that twin babies were evil, they left them in the jungle to die and threw the mother
out of the village. Mary risked her own life to rescue the babies and to help their homeless
mothers.When the people saw that nothing bad happened to her for doing this, they changed
the law to let twins live. She also risked her life many times to save people accused of witch-
craft.

During one of her trips up the river, a hippopotamus attacked her canoe.The men row-
ing the canoe became wild with fear. But Mary grabbed some pots and pans, clanged them
together, and hit the hippopotamus with them until it left.

One night she heard screams. She went to investigate and found a woman tied to stakes.
A man was getting ready to burn her with boiling oil because she had given some food to a
starving slave. Mary rushed between the two and refused to move even though the angry man
threatened her.Her bravery caused him to turn away, and she won the people’s respect.

Once she received word that a chief from another village was very sick. Her friends told
her not to go. If the chief died while she was caring for him, his people would probably kill
her.But Mary went.

When she saw the chief, she was worried. Even though she had studied medical books
for twelve years, she didn’t know what was wrong with him.Then she noticed that his skin
was a yellowish color. She gave him aspirin and quinine and prayed and waited. In a few days,
he was better, and he asked her to come back and tell his people about the Bible.

The Calabar natives came to love Mary.They called her the White Ma.They built a
church and a nice house for her and the children she’d adopted. Because she was so respected,
Britain made her a judge of the area (which was under Britain’s rule at the time). In 1905, a
hospital was built in her name. Mary Slessor was in Africa thirty-six years, until she died of a
fever.1

D I S C U S S

What are some of the things you are most afraid of? How do they affect what you do or
don’t do? Do you think God wants you to react in some other way to them?Why?

20
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