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Chapter 1

In Shushan the citadel there was a certain Jew whose
name was Mordecai. . . . And Mordecai had brought up
Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she
had neither father nor mother. The young woman was
lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother died,

Mordecai took her as his own daughter.

—ESTHER 2:5, 7
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The f ir St seed that should be planted in the heart of a
godly woman is the seed of God’s call. But what does it mean to be called
by God? Every woman who walks with the Lord has a different story to
tell about how He reached out and drew her to Himself. My own story
centers on the influence of my family.

If you read the story of Esther, you’ll see that she came from the cul-
ture of the Jews. They were believers in the Lord with a rich tradition
of faith and godliness. Like Esther, tradition and spiritual mentors also
surrounded me. My parents and family lived a devout life in front of me,
so it was easy and natural for me to believe and accept the importance of
God’s call.

At the age of twelve, when I said yes to Jesus Christ, I made a decision
to be His disciple. I knew that meant that [ would be different. I knew I
would be required to have a testimony for Him. [ knew that He wanted
me to make a difference in the world. And where did I receive that type
of information? Again, I received it from my traditions—from the words

and actions of my parents.

Listening for Your Call
Why does God call us, planting the seed of discipleship in our hearts?

He calls us because He loves us. He calls us because, before the founda-
tion of the world, each of us was foreseen and designed in every intricate
detail. If you haven’t read Psalm 139, this would be a good time for you
to do so. You'll discover there that God had your days ordered before you
were ever born.

Once you answer His loving call, at the point of salvation, you enter
into that glorious, divine plan, devised especially for you by our Sovereign
God. Salvation calls you into a new relationship with God for all eternity.

You are not a chance happening. You are one of a kind. There is no one else
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Seasons of a Woman'’s Life

on this planet that has your plan. That’s why you can relax in the face of
trouble and temptation, because you are more than a conqueror in Jesus
Christ.

There are many wonderful Scriptures that speak of our salvation. In
Romans 5 we read that even though we were doomed for a lost eternity,
God reached down and saved us. “Therefore, just as through one man sin
entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all

men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).

Despite our sin, He made a way out of no way.

If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation. —Romans 10:9-10

Some people will not make it into God’s heaven, even though their
pardon has already been signed. Jesus has signed it, but we have to per-
sonally receive it. That means answering His call. And once you have re-
ceived Him, you are transformed into a new creation. Do you realize how
exciting that is to have another chance, and this time to do everything
with the help and encouragement of the Holy Spirit?

Maybe you have forgotten who you really are. If so, please let me re-
mind you. If you have received Jesus Christ into your life, you are a joint
heir with Him. That means everything that happened to Jesus is afforded
to us as believers. He died, and we, too, have to die daily to the things
of this world. He Himself told us that we would suffer persecution. But
that’s not the end of the story. He arose, and we arise with Him in vic-
tory and power. If we live life focusing on who we are—joint heirs with
Christ—we can get through the difficult times, because there is hope.
There is joy ahead. There is a promise waiting to be fulfilled.

Just as God has chosen each of us for a particular plan and purpose,
God also chose people in the Old Testament. They sometimes found
themselves in trouble due to their disobedience. In the book of Esther,
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The Call

the Jews were in bondage, having been taken captive by the mighty Per-
sian kingdom. But Mordecai, Esther’s cousin and guardian, was a godly
man who continued to wail and bemoan before God his people’s desper-
ate need. He knew he could call on God because God had called on him
and the rest of the Jews to be His people.

When desperate needs come up in our lives, we tend to forget who we
are and to whom we belong. If we have responded to His call, the Lord can
take care of our problems. He can even use the bad and the ugly issues of
our past and begin weaving them together into His kingdom plan.

God had a significant purpose for Esther in history. She lived every
day knowing that she was His child and that something good was going to
come out of the Jews’ difficult circumstances. She placed her confidence
in God and trusted the wisdom of her cousin Mordecai. We, too, should
place all our confidence in an all-knowing God. And we should spend time
listening to those who know God really well, those who will go to God on
our behalf.

Our Higher Calling

Many women are satisfied to be saved and on their way to heaven,
not realizing that the Lord has a divine purpose for them on earth. Each
woman the Lord calls to Himself is designed to use her gifts, talents, and
skills to promote His kingdom. God does more than call us into salvation.
He calls us into His service. Salvation offers to each of us a new purpose
in history.

But maybe you're asking yourself an important question: What ex-
actly is God’s call? Is it a voice in the night? Is it a sign in the heavens?
How can we recognize God’s call?

I believe that God’s call is a compulsion you just can’t shake. No mat-
ter how hard you try, it keeps coming up. Is there something like that
in your life? Is there something you keep avoiding? Why don’t you talk
it over with your Christian friends and ask God for confirmation of it?
Then, once you're sure it’s His call, say, “Yes, Lord!” You needn’t worry.

Whatever His call requires of you, He will provide you with the resources
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Seasons of a Woman'’s Life

to get the job done. What'’s more, you will experience the matchless joy of
knowing that you are right where you belong.

Besides that unrelenting call, God also orchestrates people, places,
and things in our lives in order to lead us to the place He has for us. As we
focus on Him, He steers us into His perfect will (Proverbs 3:5-6). God or-
chestrated events for Esther so that she was in the right place at the right
time. Then Mordecai’s wise guidance helped her look beyond herself to
something much bigger. In my own life, God used godly parents to bring
me into His plan for me. Every aspect of my call, from personal salvation
to practical service, was uniquely orchestrated by God.

Salvation gives us resurrection power. Salvation brings us into God’s
adopted family. Salvation also delivers us from a purposeless existence.
Esther could go on, overcoming her fears and following her instructions,
because she had a goal in mind. By God’s grace, individuals who held the
same principles surrounded her.

Our call is an invitation into a uniquely designed life role, a role that
God has equipped us to carry out. When Esther ascended to the Persian
throne, it was more than a Cinderella story come true. God had moved
her into a strategic position for His purposes. Not only had Esther’s phys-
ical and temperamental loveliness propelled her far beyond the competi-
tion, but she also went on to show that she was mentally tough enough to
handle a position of responsibility.

The Smart Black Book

In order to effectively respond to our calling, it is essential that we
walk with God on a daily basis and that we build ourselves up in His Word.
This will prepare us for the unknown, unpredictable, and unexpected
events that will surely come along in our service to Him. Every one of us
who is called by God to serve is also called to “be diligent to present [him-
self] approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

One of the women on staff at our ministry, The Urban Alternative,

was once in the army. She told me about some of the strange tasks she
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The Call

was given to do during military training. “Sometimes,” she explained, “we
were told to take boxes from one side of the room to the other and then
back again. We were supposed to place the boxes back where we got them
from, and then repeat this same process. When we asked the sergeant
why, he would yell, Just do what [ say!””

The purpose of this exercise was, of course, to see if the recruits could
follow orders, even when the orders didn’t seem to make much sense.
Sometimes the things that happen in our lives don’t seem to make sense,
either. That’s why it is so important for us to store up the Word in our
hearts and to build strong confidence in an all-knowing God. That way, we
will obey Him without doubts and questions because we will have learned
to trust Him implicitly.

This same woman went on to tell me about the “Smart Black Book.”
The army provides this book of instructions to be kept within reach by
all personnel. Even when the soldiers were asleep, the book was always
next to their beds because they had to be able to find instructions and in-
formation in case of an emergency. If the soldiers did not have the smart
book with them, they were punished by having to do a large number of
push-ups.

God’s Word is much like that black book. Everything we need to know
about life is inside. Do you have the smart book with you always, both in
your hand and in your heart? Or will you have to do a lot of spiritual push-
ups because you have been negligent? We need God’s Word to continually
remind us that the One who can save us can also keep us. And He has
promised to bring to fulfillment the desires of our heart.

Now, that doesn’t mean we always feel like our desires are being ful-
filled. One of the challenges we face as we pass through the seasons of our
life is our own impatience. We are always yearning to move on, to get to
the next season, to arrive at some future goal, to settle down into some
kind of joyous fulfillment. When we are single, we long to be married.
When we have little children, we long for them to grow up. When we are
working in a career position, we long to stay home and care for the home

and family. When we are homemakers, we long to be moneymakers.
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There are four seasons in the year: spring, summer, fall, and winter.
Now, you can sit in on a particularly hot day and complain about how hot
it is, or you can make the necessary adjustment to be comfortable. The
summer day is not going to change; you have to adjust in order to make
it through the day with reasonable success. It boils down to a decision of
the will.

The same is true of the seasons of our lives. They always come and
go. But some seem to last forever, while others pass quickly, and we are
able to say that we had a short winter, or that “summer was gone before it
began.” In God’s grace, we are given only what we can handle. And noth-
ing that we are going through is new to God. In fact, it is not even new
to man. God has been in this business a long time, and He knows exactly
what we need and how much of any given season is enough. That’s why it
is so important to make the best use of our time, no matter where we find

ourselves. A writer long ago said,

This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.
Through the Lord’s mercies
we are not consumed,
Because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness.

—LAMENTATIONS 3:21-23

Submitting to Our Seasons
Esther was a woman of intelligence. She depended on the Holy Spirit

to direct her way. If Esther had gone into the king’s courts one minute
earlier than the appointed time she could have caused great harm to her-
self and to her people. Everything has a time and season. The more time
you spend in God’s presence and in His Word, the more pleasing you will
be in the King’s sight and the more requests you will get answered (Esther
5:3-8).
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The Call

When the king saw Esther, she was beautiful and perfectly prepared
for him (Esther 5:1-2). When the Lord looks at you or me, what does He
see? Does He see someone He can use? Does He see someone who is pre-
sentable? Does He see someone in whom His seeds of calling are taking
root and beginning to grow?

When I think about women and their calling, I am often reminded of
the Proverbs 31 women. Now this lady is hard for us to identify with be-
cause she just seems too good to be true. She’s more like a fairy-tale hero-
ine than a Bible story character. Is it really possible to have a life that falls
in place to such a degree? I believe that it is indeed possible, particularly
today when women’s opportunities are so varied. I am sure the Proverbs
31 woman had her challenges, but she charged ahead in the principles
of the Word and she carried on with confidence in the Word. She was an
educated, healthy businesswoman who had the gift of philanthropy.

Yet in spite of her thick résumé, she took care of her home first. Her
husband could trust her because she was a woman of wisdom. All of her
abilities and gifts were put to work, she was fulfilled, and her husband
was known in the gates of the city as a community leader. Be careful as
you bring home the bacon and fry it up in a pan, that you also wash the
pan—that is all part of being a supernatural woman. This godly woman
never gave up her home for the marketplace. With God’s help, she was
able to accomplish everything she wanted to do and live a full life without
compromise.

God will not rob us of what He has appointed us to accomplish. He is
the One who threw the stars in space; so just maybe He knows how to take
care of you and me! He feeds the sparrows; not a single one drops to the
ground without His knowledge (Matthew 10:29). A sparrow is worth less
than a penny, but our value is much more because we cost Him His life.

What is God calling you to do? To be? Are you avoiding something
He’s asking you to accomplish? Or are you simply not sure of what He
wants? God told the Jews living in the wilderness, “I will lead you with a
cloud by day and fire by night” (see Exodus 13:21). As your life unfolds,
you will get clear direction from the Lord as to what He needs you to do.
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But He leaves you with a choice. You can decide to pitch a tent, always
with the mind-set of folding and moving. Or you can pitch a tent saying,
“Hey, I like it here. The Lord couldn’t literally mean for me to move.” I'm
sure that’s a temptation the Israeli women faced.

Whatever your season, whatever your call, please don’t be willful.
And don’t try to do anything in your own power. His strength is made
perfect in your weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). It’s true that these aren’t
popular ideas in our culture. Listening to God, waiting for His call, allow-
ing Him to be your strength, and choosing to fulfill your season can put
you in a lonely position. However, nothing is more rewarding than being
in God’s will and experiencing His peace.

In order to accomplish the things God has planned for you, you have
to be in His Word and in fellowship with His people. And if we are wise,
each of us also needs a mentor who is wise in the ways of the Lord. Each
of us needs a Mordecai or a Naomi or a Miriam in our life to encourage us
when God’s call comes, because His call doesn’t always look or feel great.
Sometimes it is the last thing we want it to be. For example, I grew up in
a cultured environment and some of the lessons of my youth about man-
ners and propriety were not at all pleasant for me.

I could never have imagined when I first met my husband that I
would be thrust into situations all around the world in which I would
need the social graces I had been taught. But in God’s sovereign plan, He
determined that my foundational training would help touch the world for
Jesus Christ. Since that time, God has used my upbringing to comple-
ment Tony in many ways. As we have opportunity to travel, I am able to
assist Tony in relating to the different cultures we encounter.

Another example of God’s calling and instruction in my life took
place during a summer camping experience when I was fifteen years old. I
directly heard from Him, saying, “Follow Me.” I remember walking down
the aisle saying yes to the Lord but with a whole lot of stipulations.

“Yes, I'll follow You . . . but I don’t want to be a missionary.”

“Yes, I'll follow You . . . but I'll never be a pastor’s wife.”

Be careful never to say “Never.” The Lord has a sense of humor.

28



The Call

The call means that there is a divine purpose for your life that is big-
ger than you are. Esther’s purpose was to save a nation. My purpose is to
be a wife—yes, a pastor’s wife—to Tony Evans. How tragic it would be
for us to settle for a mundane life that never makes the most of our gifts,
talents, and interests.

God showed me at fifteen that He had a purpose for my life. I let the
Lord know that I was available but scared. Despite all my worries, He took
thelittle seed of faith I carried down that aisle, planted it in good soil, and
began the Season of Seed-Planting in my life.

What about you? Have you heard and answered His call? Are the
things He’s asking you to do too big, too unfamiliar? You have a choice.
You can follow the example of Esther, obeying, listening to her mentors,
believing in the calling she had among her people. Or you can resist Him,
questioning the “senseless” orders He seems to have given.

I hope you'll say yes when He says, “Follow Me.” The road won'’t al-
ways be easy, but He will never leave you or forsake you. And as you step
into the Season of Seed-Planting, He will not be silent. He has promised,
as you move through the seasons of your life, that . . .

Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying,
“This is the way, walk in it,”

Whenever you turn to the right hand

Or whenever you turn to the left. —ISAIAH 30:21

Personal Application Questions

What is your story? Do you know your unique call? What is it? Journal

how God reached out to you and provided a personal call.
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